A Common Sense Tax Plan
Priorities to Help All Citizens Thrive by Michael Brown

It’s time we help all our citizens, and we can do that by lowering taxes across the board.
Lowering taxes encourages economic growth, and as Michigan finds itself with the ninth-worst
job recovery since the pandemic, spurring economic growth is the right move.
We should also limit government spending to a sustainable level. I have managed large
budgets in my command role with the MIchigan State Police and always respected the
taxpayers’ money. Just like most citizens I earned my way to success and will always respect
your tax dollars. I will manage government spending, and will save you money.
Let’s bring common sense fiscal responsibility back to Michigan. Lower taxes. Limit spending
increases to a sustainable level.

Reducing the Income Tax
My plan starts with the goal of reducing our state income tax rate to 3.25% during my first four
years.
Fourteen states have cut their tax rates in the past two years. Tax rates in neighboring Ohio are
now lower than our rates. Indiana just passed legislation that will reduce their income tax rate
to 2.9%.
By cutting Michigan’s income tax, we will not only stimulate our own economy, but we will
once again become competitive with our neighbors. This will help with business growth which
in turn fuels job growth.
Michigan raised income tax rates in 2007 promising the raise would be temporary. Clearly it
wasn’t. Now is the time to reduce our income tax rate. Let’s make Michigan competitive with
our neighbors, stimulate the economy, and create jobs.

Helping Small Businesses
A reduction in the personal income tax will benefit most
small businesses in Michigan as well. For the most part,
owners of small businesses in our state do not pay the
corporate income tax, but instead pay taxes on their
income they earn from their business. Small businesses have
taken a beating under the current administration, and a tax
cut would help them recover and thrive, while creating jobs.
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Cutting the Corporate Tax Rate
Although most small businesses are considered pass-through entities and pay taxes based on
their personal income tax rate, about 40% of Michigan small businesses pay the corporate tax
rate of 6%.
By reducing the corporate tax rate from 6% to 4%, we would further help stimulate the
economy and create jobs.

End the Pension Tax
I’ll also call for an immediate end to the pension tax and a reinstatement of the exemptions
on private sector pension plans Michigan seniors had prior to 2011. Our seniors worked their
entire lives to enjoy their golden years, but now, because they depend on a fixed income,
the burdens of high inflation rates hit them especially hard. They deserve immediate relief. The
pension tax was ill-conceived from the start. It’s time for it to go.
For example, a retired person earning $50,000 in retirement would save $2,125 a year based
on the current income tax rate of 4.25%.
Tax cuts allow individuals to keep more of their income. It’s not a cost to the government, but
a savings to individuals.

Ensure Sales Tax on Gas Goes Toward Roads
That state collects over $1 billion in sales tax on gas purchases and none of it is used to
maintain our roads. This is wrong.
This revenue should be dedicated toward fixing our roads. Doing so would add an additional
$1 billion per year in road funding.

Balancing Our Budget
To make sure that our state budget remains balanced as required by our constitution, I’ll work
toward a sustainable budget as proposed by our friends at the Mackinac Center. This would
set a maximum limit on what the government can spend based on population and inflation.
That means, if we were to implement a sustainable budget today, we’d have a projected
increase of 3.15% in fiscal year 2023 versus the more than 6% increase proposed by Governor
Whitmer.
It’s important that we are prudent with our spending. I’m a working guy, not a millionaire, and
I’m certainly not a career politician who has gotten used to spending other people’s money. I
understand what it is to live within a budget, and our government should do the same.
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Foreclosure Reform
One of the tragedies we’ve seen from the pandemic is the uptick in foreclosures because
homeowners who have come upon hard times have had difficulty paying their property taxes.
When a homeowner is delinquent on taxes, they are penalized and charged interest on their
past-due amounts at an 18% interest rate. This is criminal in my view and makes it very difficult
for a homeowner. We will not balance budgets on the backs of citizens that are struggling.
I propose setting a cap on any delinquent property taxes at a 6% interest rate.
Most people behind on their homes property taxes are not by choice and the government
should not add to the difficulties they face.

No Tax Increases
I’ve signed the Americans for Tax Reform “Taxpayer
Protection Pledge” as a show of my commitment
to the people of Michigan.
I will oppose any bill that raises taxes on Michigan
citizens.
We’re taxed too much already, and I’m
committed to not only opposing tax increases, but
to actually reducing taxes in Michigan.
Pictured here with Grover Norquist, President of
Americans for Tax Reform.
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